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Saigon’s first postmark was left 
over from Campaign in China  

 After treaty 
with China, 
Admiral 
Charner 
captured 
Saigon 

 Using 
leftover 
equipment, sub 
post office 
“A” operated 
from 25 
February 
1861 to 5 
June 1862 

 Reduced rate 
via British 
until April 
1862 
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A military postmark to was the 
first identify the name “Saigon” 

 S.S. 
Cambodge 
delivered 
new 
device to 
Admiral 
Bonnard 

 Put into 
service on 
1 January 
1863 

 Only used 
for two 
years 
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French Establishments 
in Indochina 

•First civilian 
postmark 
appeared on 1 
January 1863. 

•Only one to to 
identify Indochina 
as 
“Establishments 
Française” 

•Short-lived 
disappearing 
after 1864 
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At various times, the Postal Service 
was divided into separate 

Administrations 
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Cal was an Abbreviation 
for “Central” 

•Type D2 
postmark 1887-
90 

•One of the 
variations of 
“CENTRAL” 

•One of the first 
to indicate the 
ordinal pickup 
number (“3”)  
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SAIGON CENTRAL 
without hyphen 

•21.5 mm type B 
postmark 

•Normally 
“SAIGON” and 
“CENTRAL” 
separated by 
hyphen 

•In use 1882-
1920 
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Fake postmarks Created for 
Postcard Collectors 
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Colored Inks were used 
occasionally (Flights) 
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Newspapers had their 
own postmarks 
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Roller cancels 
appeared in the 1930s 

•Type R3 has  
5 lines 

•Type R4 has  
6 lines 
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SAIGON R.P. type R4 
only known from 1948 
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The Philatelic Office 
catered to collectors 
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Saigon-Port appeared in 
1887 

•First 
postmark was 
a type D2(fl) 
device  

•Entered 
service in 
1887  

•Replaced by 
type E2 
postmarks in 
after 1891 
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Telegraph postmarks had a 
distinctive undulating outer ring 



16 

In the 1920s, the port post office was 
known as Saigon Khanhhoi 

•Opened 16 
January 1923 

•In 1927, 
renamed 
Saigon 
Messageries 
Maritimes 
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The type F1 postmark crammed a 
lot of text in between the rings 
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Later variations relieved the 
crowded text 
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Saigon maintained postal connections 
with coastal mail services 

 Salles 
2.003 

 In use 
1893-1903 

 Three days 
to 
Singapore 
and 5 days 
to Bombay 
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“PAQ” postmarks for Saigon-Singapore 
service were only in use 1900-01 
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Unlisted LIGNE DE 
SAIGON A BANGKOK  
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Internal coastal mail 
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Unlisted LIGNE DE 
SAIGON A HAIPHONG 
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Indochina’s earliest railroad, Saigon-

Mytho,opened 20 July 1885  
•First postmark used 
“MITHO” spelling (1894) 

•Second variety only 
used in 1931 
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Saigon à Phantiet only known 
from 1930 
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Saigon-Nhatrang Accelere 
variations 
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Hanoi’s first postmark 

•Type A 
(City name 
at base) 
postmark in 
service 
1876-88 

•Employed 
early 
“TONQUIN” 
spelling 
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Hanoi-Citadelle was one of many 
short-lived postmarks 
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Medical Congress was recognized 
with a postmark and a slogan 
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Recouvrements was a 
money collection service 

run by the post office 



31 

Chargements pertained to 
insured items 
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Hanoi’s newspaper postmarks 
mimicked those of Saigon 
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After an absence of two decades 
another appeared 
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Hanoi’s roller cancels were 
distinctive 

Type R1  
and R2 
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Hanoi Direction was the 
postal headquarters 
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Apparently, Direction also 
served as the dead letter office 



37 

What was “Sous-Direction?” 
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Radio-transmission offices had 
organizational postmarks 
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An “Entrepot” was a distribution 

center with limited public access  
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HANOI-
CENTRAL 

 Saigon 
Extensively 
used the 
“Central” 
designation 

 In contrast, 
Hanoi used  
“R.P” 
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Parcel Post had 
separate postmarks 
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Unlike Saigon, Hanoi employed 
airport postmarks 
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Hanoi also had a number of 
auxiliary post offices 
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Before 1903, horse carriage and 
riverboat service 

In use 1891-1902 

In use 1893-94 
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Hanoi-Vinh was only rail line that 
used the OND2 postmark 

HANOI A VINH 
1905-28 

VINH A HANOI 
1908-28 
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Unscheduled trains had their 
own postmarks 

N = Nuit 
(Night) 

S = Special 
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